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Uganda
They only get see it every fourth year 
so they were a sight to watch.  The 
next day they had their first snow day 
of the year and we went out and played 
in it and made snow ice cream. 
Kampala, Uganda! 
 Meanwhile, back at the ranch as one 
of my teachers used to say a lot.  Our 
men are moving along.  September was 
relatively quiet as the regular course of 
things move in our church calendar 
there.  They distributed some 1’200 
John & Romans at the trade show in 
October and indicate things are running 
normally this month.  Jackson had his 
graduation a few days ago from Bible 
school.  Please pray for our leadership 
there especially during December, 
January, and February.  These are most 
trying months in the lives of Ugandans.  
November is a time when people seem 
to hoard for Christmas.  December 
comes and they spend everything and 
some.  In January people will return to 
work discouraged but back to normal.  
And February is when school fees are 
due for the first quarter of school.  So, 
nothing on the surface effectively gets 
underway in Uganda for the New Year 
until March.  The end of the year 
begins a decline where ministry is tried 
by the fire of loneliness and despair.  It 
is a larger version of what your pastor 
may refer to as the summer slump.  It 
is also a very effective time for training 
the core group of believers.  Pray our 
men may realize this!  Our work needs 
this time of growth to rest upon God. 
Better equipped with your prayers!! 
 
Grace and Peace!!!!!!! 
 
Charles Siekbert 
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Hebrews 4.10 – “For he that is 
entered into his rest, he also hath 
ceased from his own works, as 
God did from his.” 
Kindness! 
  Greetings for the Holiday season!  
Spiritual growth should encourage 
us to realize the value of short-term 
ministry.  The Christmas season is 
a short-term ministry opportunity 
for many of us.  It is much like a 
missionary furlough.  It requires 
entering into His rest and stopping 
the regular tune of life to pursue 
relationships that can be extremely 
rewarding.  Jesus often had periods 
of short-term ministry experiences 
that, put together, were exciting 
and very fruitful. 
  I wish to thank our supporters for 
their abundant kindness toward us 
while we are back reporting on our 
ministry in the churches. 
  Truly, it has been a furlough in a 
sense of gaining rest and spiritual 
encouragement through their short-
term expressions of love toward us.  
I am thankful for my own pastor 
who preached some sermons on 
Biblical rest.  They were sent from 
God to minister to my weary soul. 
  During our September missions 
conference we had opportunity to 
share lunch with three families in 
training under our pastor.  This 
strengthened our love for our own 
church.  We attended our Loving 
Leading Children’s conference.  It 

was also a very edifying experience.  
We hope you will attend it next year. 
  Sometimes, we feel robbed with 
such a short period to minister and 
spend time with our supporters.  This 
furlough has been very different as 
we “ceased from” our “own works”.  
God has opened our eyes more to the 
short-term ministers who love on us 
in the churches.  We enjoyed time 
with two pastors in Missouri during a 
September mission conference where 
our daughter, Esther was able to 
spend time with her friend Jenna. 
  God did a wonderful work in an 
October conference where the pastor 
put us in a members’ home with my 
twin brother’s family (missionaries 
to Ghana).  Something short-term 
took place there that made for long-
term memories.  We could not be 
more thankful as we do not get much 
time together with his family.   
Kids! 
 Our Christian school has been a 
great blessing to our children.  So far 
nothing below a C average which is 
great for the first quarter.  They still 
have a ways to go but they need the 
social development and interaction 
with their home church. 
  Our kids have been so spoiled by 
the meetings we have attended.  We 
should consider leaving them here 
with some of you all to help them in 
their character.  People have given 
them money, candy, and all kinds of 
things.  My wife and I are beginning 
to believe the churches would rather 
just see them.  Our kids know you all 
love them and that is a good thing for 
them to remember about their home 
country.  November 16th was a good 
day for them.  Pastor Spann’s wife 
(Trinity Baptist Church in Findlay) 
watched our kids after the service 
just play in the snow coming down.  


