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Revelation – means the Apocalypse in the Greek is “Apocalupsis.”  It is from the verb “Apocalypse,” to unveil; 

from “Apo,” away from; and “Kalumma,” a veil.  Hence “Apocalupsis” means a taking away of a veil, as when a 

statue is unveiled, that what is behind the veil may be seen. 

Prophecy - A foretelling; prediction; a declaration of something to come. As God only knows future events 

with certainty, no being but God or some person informed by him, can utter a real prophecy. 

Prophesy - To foretell future events; to predict. 

Eschatology - The study of the teachings in the Bible concerning the end times (prophecy), or of the period of 

time dealing with the return of Christ and the events that follow. 

Millennium - Millennium refers to 1000 years. In the study of end time doctrines (eschatology) the millennium 

is the period of time of Christ's rulership.  Specifically this is the period of time discussed in Revelation 20:1-10. 

Hermeneutics – (exegesis) is the study of the principles of interpretation concerning the books of the Bible. It 

is part of the broader field of hermeneutics which involves the study of principles for the text and includes all 

forms of communication: verbal and nonverbal. 

Literal Interpretation - The literal method of interpretation “gives to each word the same exact basic meaning 

it would have in normal, ordinary, customary usage, whether employed in writing, speaking or thinking” 

Allegorical Interpretation - is an interpretive method (exegesis) which assumes that the Bible has various 

levels of meaning and tends to focus on the spiritual sense (which includes the allegorical sense, the moral 

sense, and the anagogical sense as opposed to the literal sense. 

Post Millennialism - is the view that through evangelism, the world eventually will be reached for Christ. 

There will be a period in which the world will experience joy and peace because of its obedience to God. Christ 

will return to earth at the end of the millennium” (post-millennium).  It must be clarified that 

postmillennialists do not believe that everyone will be a Christian during this time, but that society as a whole 

will be Christian.  The church is the fulfillment of Israel. 

Amillennialism - The millennium, in this theory, is symbolic and refers to the time between Christ’s first and 

second coming. During this time Christ rules symbolically in men’s hearts. Christ’s second coming will mark the 

end of the period.” Amillennialists believe that Christ will never have an earthly rule (a- or no-millennium).”  

The church is the fulfillment of Israel.   

Dispensational Premillennialism - Premillennialism as a system is primarily based on a literal method of 

biblical interpretation. The main premise of Premillennialism is that Jesus will literally return to the earth 

before (pre) the millennium begins and that He himself will inaugurate and rule over it. 

Dispensation - is a method of interpreting history that divides God’s work and purposes toward mankind into 

different periods of time. Usually, there are seven dispensations identified, although some theologians believe 

there are nine. 


